
What’s Legal
p r o d u c e r ’ s  r i g h t s

Date of Publication Conditions Copyright Term 
Before 1923 None In the public domain  

1923 through 1977 Published without a copyright notice In the public domain  

1978 to 1 March 1989 Published without notice, and without 
subsequent registration within 5 years

In the public domain 

1978 to 1 March 1989 Published without notice, but with 
subsequent registration within 5 years 

70 years after the death of author, or 
if work of a corporate authorship, 95 
years from publication 

1923 through 1963 Published with notice but copyright 
was not renewed

In the public domain 

1923 through 1963 Published with notice and the copy-
right was renewed

95 years after publication date 

1964 through 1977 Published with notice 95 years after publication date

1978 to 1 March 1989 Created after 1977 and published 
with notice 

70 years after the death of author, or 
if work of a corporate authorship, 95 
years from publication 

1978 to 1 March 1989 Created before 1978 and first pub-
lished with notice in this period

The greater of the term specified  
in the previous entry or 31 Decem-
ber 2047

From 1 March 1989 
through 2002

Created after 1977 70 years after the death of author, or 
if work of a corporate authorship, 95 
years from publication 

From 1 March 1989 
through 2002

Created before 1978 and first pub-
lished in this period

The greater of the term specified  
in the previous entry or 31 Decem-
ber 2047

After 2002 None 70 years after the death of author, or 
if work of a corporate authorship, 95 
years from publication 


